
 

~ 1 ~ 

 
WWJMRD 2024; 10(03): 1-5 

www.wwjmrd.com 

International Journal 

Peer Reviewed Journal 

Refereed Journal 

Indexed Journal 

Impact Factor SJIF 2017: 

5.182 2018: 5.51, (ISI) 2020-

2021: 1.361 

E-ISSN: 2454-6615 

 

Dilip Pandey 

Associate Professor –in- Law/ 

Dean of Students Affair 

Sikkim Government Law 

College, Gangtok, Lower 

Burtuk below Helipad 

East District of Sikkim, India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Correspondence: 

Dilip Pandey 

Associate Professor –in- Law/ 

Dean of Students Affair 

Sikkim Government Law 

College, Gangtok, Lower 

Burtuk below Helipad 

East District of Sikkim, India. 

 

 

The Quality of India’s Legal Education Everything 

You Should Know 
 

Dilip Pandey  

 
Abstract 
This article examines the goals, difficulties, and present situation of legal education in India, delving 

into its complicated environment. Legal education, which aims to educate attorneys and promote legal 

awareness, is essential to maintaining the rule of law and advancing social justice. Although there are 

exceptional institutions, overall quality varies widely, raising issues with outmoded curricula, restricted 

access, and uneven faculty qualifications. The legal education system is impacted by governmental 

policies, regulatory agencies, infrastructure, technology developments, and socioeconomic shifts. The 

best legal education is hampered by factors like poor instruction, out-of-date curricula, accessibility, 

and a lack of job possibilities, moral dilemmas, and insufficient legal help. 

Despite obstacles, improvements and diversification are facilitated by the establishment of new private 

colleges and specialized National Law Schools. Even though there are more lawyers in India than any 

other country in the world, there is still a demand for qualified workers. The secret to raising the bar 

and realizing the desired expertise in the legal field lies with new-generation law schools. 

 

Keywords: Legal education in India, Quality of legal education. Aims of legal education, Challenges in 

legal education, National Law Schools, Private universities, Bar Council of India (BCI), University 

Grants Commission (UGC), Access to justice, Legal aid, Moot courts, Rule of law. Law-abiding citizens. 

 

Introduction 

Statement of Problems: There may be a problem with the possible differences in quality 

between national law schools and private colleges. Effective learning may be hampered at 

certain institutions by inadequate facilities and resources. The knowledge and abilities that are 

taught in the current curriculum might not be current given how the legal and social landscape 

is changing. Due to the high expense of legal education, people from underprivileged 

backgrounds may find it more difficult to enter the field, which would reduce diversity in the 

legal profession. If there are more law graduates than there are jobs available, this could lead 

to underemployment or unemployment. 

Some lawyers have concerns regarding professionalism and ethical behavior. Both public trust 

and the legal system may suffer as a result of this. The present attempts to raise the standard 

of legal education are ineffective. Neglect of innovation and research. In general, the paper 

may draw attention to the deficiencies in India's present legal education system and the 

possible effects these may have on the caliber of attorneys, the availability of justice, and the 

state of the law in general. 

Research Questions: The article's examination of the current situation of legal education in 

India could address a number of research problems even though it most likely takes a 

descriptive approach. Here are a few possible instances: 

Descriptive Questions: 

Legal education, what is it? How good is the legal education system in India? What are the 

goals and purposes of Indian legal education? The difficulties involved in obtaining a legal 

education? What are the main obstacles and chances facing Indian legal education?  

How do different kinds of institutions (such national law schools versus private universities) 

differ in terms of the quality of legal education they offer? 
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What is the age, gender, and socioeconomic background 

demographics of Indian law students?  

What are the employment prospects in India for graduates 

studying law?  

In the last ten years, how has the Indian legal education scene 

evolved? 

Comparative Questions: How does India's legal education 

stack up against that of other developing nations?  

•Which international best practices in legal education might 

India take up? 

Explanatory Questions: 

• How much do elements like faculty credentials, program 

design, and resource availability affect the standard of legal 

education in India? 

•What effect do the restrictions of the Bar Council of India 

have on the standard of legal education? 

•What influences do social and economic considerations 

have on India's need for legal education? 

Evaluative Questions: 

• To what extent are efforts being made in India to raise the 

standard of legal education successful?  

• What are the moral implications of Indian legal education?  

•What chances does legal education have in India going 

forward?  

 

Methodology  

It appears the article uses a descriptive research method 

based on the information provided. This indicates that rather 

than attempting to prove a particular theory or establish a 

causal relationship, the author's main goal is to describe the 

existing situation of legal education in India. Here's a 

summary of the possible approaches:  

Review of the literature: It is probable that the writer 

examined extant research on legal education in India, 

encompassing scholarly investigations, official papers, 

journalistic pieces, and legal correspondence. This would 

give context, point out important problems, and influence the 

article's general structure. 

Analysis of secondary data: The article may examine 

information from secondary sources such as publications 

from the University Grants Commission, the Bar Council of 

India, or other pertinent agencies. This could contain data on 

the number of law schools, enrollment, faculty 

qualifications, and employment rates for graduates.  

Qualitative analysis: Expert perspectives, stakeholder 

interviews (law professors, students, attorneys), case studies 

of certain law schools, and other qualitative data may be 

included in the paper. This would offer more in-depth 

understandings and individual viewpoints on the difficulties 

and possibilities in legal education. 

Descriptive statistics: To provide an overview of the data 

that was gathered, the article may include descriptive 

statistics, such as averages, percentages, and frequencies. 

This facilitates the findings' clear and succinct presentation. 

Limitations include: The descriptive approach primarily 

provides a snapshot of the current situation and cannot 

establish causal relationships between variables; it is 

difficult to assess the comprehensiveness and reliability of 

the data used due to the lack of information on specific data 

sources or methods of analysis. 

Overall, the article likely provides a valuable overview of 

the current state of legal education in India, drawing on 

various sources and using descriptive methods to present the 

findings. However, the lack of information on specific 

methodologies limits a deeper evaluation of the research 

process. 

 

Introduction  

The opening to the article "The Quality of India's Legal 

Education: Everything You Should Know" is incredibly 

thorough and educational!  

It deftly summarizes the main ideas and provides a 

framework for more research. Here are a few more ideas: 

Strengths: • Comprehensiveness: this article has addressed 

a wide range of subjects pertaining to Indian legal education, 

such as its goals, difficulties, and hopes for the future. The 

reader is given a comprehensive perspective by this.  

• Organization: The data is clearly arranged, with distinct 

headers and subheadings, facilitating easy reading and 

navigation.  

• Engagement: To keep the reader interested, the author 

used a variety of sentence structures and the active voice. 

All things considered; this is a solid beginning that offers a 

helpful synopsis of the article's substance. The future 

researchers can further improve its effect and clarity by 

implementing the preceding suggestions. 

The Main Text  

The ideas of law, legal education, and development have 

become entwined in today's emerging nations, which are 

striving to become social welfare states and are trying to 

better the socioeconomic status of the populace through 

peaceful means.  

The same holds true for our country. It is crucial for legal 

education to generate socially conscious lawyers in 

underdeveloped nations. 

It is now necessary for everybody working in administration, 

commerce, or industry to have a fundamental understanding 

of the law. 

Legal education: what is it?  

Legal education is a science that imparts to students’ 

knowledge of specific principles and legal provisions to 

enable them to enter the legal profession," states the Indian 

Law Commission. The main objective of legal education is 

to produce socially conscious lawyers. However, in the 

contemporary day, legal education should be viewed as both 

an instrument for social design and a way to produce 

attorneys. 

Justice Krishna Iyer said that the legal profession is a noble 

calling and that its members have very high standing. The 

foundation of every civilization is the rule of law, which also 

generates law-abiding citizens, attorneys, scholars, and 

potential judges. The training that attorneys acquire before 

to beginning their practice is referred to as legal education in 

India. 

Historical narratives state that kings and princes in antiquity 

received teachings about Nyaya and dharma. Then, the 

concept of legal representation evolved throughout the 

Mughal era. Legal education existed long before India 

earned its independence because many of our freedom 

fighters had backgrounds in the legal field. Still, it didn't 

really take off until after independence.  

Three-year legal programs are available at several traditional 

colleges; however, enrollment in these programs is restricted 

to those who have graduated. Later, the popularity of legal 

education in the twenty-first century expanded with the 

founding of the National Law University in Bangalore and 

the introduction of five-year law programs. 

Approximately 23 national law universities and 1400 public 
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and private law colleges are now operating in India. The 

Indian Bar Council's influence over legal education in India 

is covered in this article. 

Goals  

In addition to producing attorneys, legal education ought to 

be seen as a tool for social engineering. The following are 

the main goals of legal education: instilling in students the 

knowledge of applicable legal rules and giving them the 

necessary experience to apply them; preparing students for 

the legal profession; teaching them to solve the problems of 

both the individual client and the society in which he lives; 

providing a center where scholars might contribute to the 

understanding of the law and participate in their growth and 

improvement; and pointing the way for future development.  

Therefore, the goal of legal education should be to provide 

students with the knowledge and abilities needed to establish 

and uphold a just society. 

What is the Indian legal education system's quality?  

There is a wide range in the quality of legal education 

provided by Indian universities. While certain Indian law 

schools are thought to be of the highest caliber, with 

exceptional resources and highly skilled teachers, others 

could have less resources and faculty with less training.  

The two primary oversight organizations in charge of 

upholding the standard of legal education in India are the 

University Grants Commission (UGC) and the Bar Council 

of India (BCI). However, concerns about the quality of legal 

education in India have long existed; primary challenges 

mentioned include inadequate infrastructure, a shortage of 

trained teachers, and poor teaching quality. 

In an effort to raise the caliber of legal education, the UGC 

and the BCI have established guidelines for accreditation 

and curricula and have given financial support to institutions 

that offer legal education. All of the problems pertaining to 

the caliber of legal education in India, meanwhile, have not 

been fully resolved by these initiatives.  

The legal education system has encountered difficulties 

recently, including insufficient research, a lack of exposure 

to and practical training for students, and a lack of attention 

to the demands of the legal profession.  

While there are a few excellent legal education institutes in 

India, many experts and practitioners believe that the 

country's general legal education system falls short. 
 

The goals of legal education  

In a democratic emerging nation like India, legal education 

may have multiple goals. They're  

i. To use educational facilities to do research that will benefit 

society and education.  

ii. Give students a thorough understanding of the legal 

system. This entails instructing them on the origins of law, 

how the legal system is organized, and how legal reasoning 

and decision-making work.  

iii. To produce various knowledge and skill sets required for 

tasks in society. 

iv. Enhance students' advocacy, writing, and legal research 

skills: The goals of legal education are to teach students how 

to conduct legal research and analysis, how to communicate 

clearly in legal settings, and how to make persuasive 

arguments both in writing and in person.  

v. Promote ethical behavior and critical thinking: The goal 

of legal education is to teach students how to behave 

ethically as attorneys, how to weigh the pros and drawbacks 

of various legal rulings, and how to think critically about 

legal matters.  

vi. Equip students for the legal profession: The goal of legal 

education is to equip students with the information and 

abilities needed to pass the bar test and practice law. 

vii. To increase social mobility and opportunity, especially 

for formerly underprivileged groups.  

viii. Promote civic engagement and public service: By 

encouraging students to apply their legal knowledge and 

abilities for the good of their communities, legal education 

can also strive to promote civic engagement and public 

service. 

ix. Offer a global viewpoint: By exposing students to other 

legal systems and cultures and motivating them to consider 

the function of law in a world that is becoming more 

interconnected, legal education can strive to offer a global 

perspective on the law.  

x. Encourage innovation and research: By pushing students 

to consider novel approaches to legal problems and by 

cultivating a culture of scholarly inquiry, legal education can 

help to stimulate innovation and research. 

ix. To develop perceptions and to understand the 

problems of one’s society and to influence values 

and attitudes. 

 

xii. Promote diversity and inclusion: By giving 

students from all backgrounds the chance to study 

and learn together and by fostering an awareness of 

the viewpoints and experiences of various groups, 

legal education can work to promote diversity and 

inclusion. 

 

The value of legal education  

Legal education is a broad idea. It includes the practice of 

law in courts as well as administration in other domains 

where the application of the law is crucial. It encourages 

parity with the law.  

1. Providing the groundwork for the legal profession: By 

imparting the values, knowledge, and abilities required 

for the practice of law, legal education serves as the 

cornerstone for the legal profession.  

2. Ensuring access to justice: Since legal education 

prepares those who will offer legal services and 

represent clients in court, it is crucial for guaranteeing 

access to justice. 

3. Upholding the rule of law: By teaching people about the 

legal system and their rights and obligations as citizens, 

legal education is essential to upholding the rule of law.  

4.  Promoting social and economic development: Since 

legal education empowers people to participate in the 

drafting of laws and regulations as well as comprehend 

and traverse the legal system, it is essential for 

promoting social and economic development.  

5. Fostering critical thinking: Critical thinking and 

problem-solving abilities are fostered by legal education 

and are necessary for deciphering complicated legal 

situations and arriving at well-informed conclusions. 

6. Promoting professionalism and ethical conduct among 

attorneys: Legal education plays a vital role in 

upholding the integrity of the legal profession and 

guaranteeing the administration of justice by 

encouraging professionalism and ethical conduct 

among lawyers. Promoting global understanding: By 

exposing students to various legal systems and cultures 

and motivating them to consider the function of law in 

a world that is becoming more interconnected, legal 
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education can promote global understanding.  

The bar and bench are reflections of the quality and 

standard of legal education that graduates of law schools 

acquire. One is better able to comprehend the law if they 

are informed about state matters. It is impossible to 

overestimate the importance of legal education in a 

democracy. 

 

It is everyone's duty to understand the law. Ignorance of the 

law is not a defense. Consequently, legal education produces 

law-abiding, human rights-aware individuals in addition to 

powerful lawyers.  

 

Elements affecting Indian legal education  

Numerous elements impact the field of legal education. They 

are listed in the following order:  

• Government policy: Funding, accreditation, and 

curriculum development are just a few of the ways that 

government policies and laws influence India's legal 

education system.  

• Bar Council of India: As the country's governing body for 

legal education, the Bar Council of India (BCI) has the 

power to significantly influence the legal education system 

through its policies and decisions. 

• University Grants Commission (UGC): This body oversees 

and finances legal education in India. It establishes 

guidelines for curriculum and accreditation, and it finances 

institutes of legal education. 

• Linking universities: By linking with law colleges, 

universities have a significant influence on the development 

of legal education in India. They have the authority to 

approve the law colleges' curricula, faculty, and facilities.  

• The private governing body of law colleges: Private 

governing bodies oversee a large number of law colleges in 

India and have a big say on the course and emphasis of legal 

education at these schools. These organizations have a 

significant influence in the institutions' decision-making 

processes and establish the admission requirements and 

costs.  

• National litigation policy: By influencing the need for legal 

professionals with certain knowledge and abilities, the 

government's national litigation policy can also have an 

impact on legal education in India. 

• Advancements in the legal field: International trends and 

advancements in legal education also have an impact on 

legal education in India. These covers implementing global 

best practices, participating in exchange initiatives, and 

working with colleges abroad.  

• Changes in the legal system: The legal system is always 

changing, and legal education needs to adapt to make sure 

that graduates have the information and abilities necessary 

to practice law successfully.  

• The type of students enrolled: Since the demands and 

interests of students can affect the curriculum and resources 

available, the student body can also have an impact on the 

direction of legal education.  

• The faculty's caliber and dedication: The faculty's caliber 

and dedication can have a big influence on the legal 

education.  

 • The infrastructure on hand: To give their pupils a thorough 

education, legal education institutions need to have access to 

a variety of resources, including computer labs, libraries, and 

mock trials.  

• Technological developments: The legal education system 

is impacted by the rapid changes in technology. For instance, 

using virtual classrooms and internet resources. 

• Developments in other educational fields: The use of 

problem-based learning and multidisciplinary approaches, 

for example, are two areas of education that have an impact 

on legal education. 
 

Institutions of legal education  

Private universities have played a major role in researching 

the evolution of legal education during the last 10 years. 

They strive to improve the caliber of legal education 

provided in India through their efforts in the field. 

Conversely, National Law Schools emphasized specialized 

instruction heavily. 

Many institutions have decided to completely abandon the 

lecture method of instruction in favor of more engaging and 

creative learning techniques. Moot courts are a common 

practice in Indian law schools, which has made legal 

education more practical and behavioral than merely 

learning the letter of the law. 

The importance of extracurricular activities like seminars, 

workshops, and other events has now been integrated into 

the curriculum. The requirement for internships during the 

study period has been changed to mandatory. On-campus 

hiring has become a standard practice at the majority of law 

schools. 
 

What Difficulties Are There?  

Legal education in India is beset by a number of difficulties, 

including:  

1. Teaching quality: A lot of Indian law schools have come 

under fire for their subpar instruction, lack of 

infrastructure and resources, and under qualified and 

unmotivated staff.  

2. Curriculum: The Indian legal curriculum has come 

under fire for being out of date and failing to take into 

account how the legal and social landscape is evolving. 

3. Access to legal education: The high cost of legal 

education in India prevents many individuals from 

poorer socioeconomic backgrounds from pursuing it, 

which may restrict diversity in the legal profession. 

4. Employment opportunities: The legal profession 

employs a very small number of graduates, despite the 

high number of law graduates, which may result in a 

surplus of underemployed or unemployed graduates.  

5. Professionalism: The legal profession and the 

administration of justice may suffer as a result of certain 

Indian lawyers' perceived lack of ethics and 

professionalism.  

6. Legal aid and access to justice: People from 

underprivileged communities may find it challenging to 

obtain justice due to India's underfunded and 

overworked legal assistance system.  

7. Research and innovation: The development of fresh 

concepts and methods for handling legal problems may 

be hampered by the Indian legal education system's lack 

of emphasis on these areas. 

 

Conclusion  

India's legal education system is currently experiencing a 

very exciting time. Even though India is home to the 

majority of the world's lawyers, distinguished attorneys are 

still needed.  

Bright law graduates have a plethora of choices, and the new 

wave of law schools is helping to raise the bar for legal 
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education in India.  

As a result, legal education is evolving into the increasingly 

specialized environment that advocates for the legal 

profession had in mind. 

 

References 

1. Schmitthener “A Sketch of the Development of the 

Legal Profession in India,” Samuel Law & Society 

Review Vol. 3, No. 2/3, Special issue devoted to 

lawyers in developing societies with particular 

reference to India (Nov., 1968 - Feb., 1969), pp. 337-

382 Published by: Wiley; on behalf of the Law and 

Society DOI: 10.2307/3053007 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/3053007 Page Count: 46. 

2. Adv.Swapnil Joshi “Changing Face of the Legal 

Profession in India in the Era of Globalization” 

Competitiveness and Growth, Global, Affairs &Law, 

Strategy, Talent show summary.  

3.  "Advocates Act, 1961" (PDF). Parliament of India. 

1961. Retrieved 3 May 2014. 

4.  Bar Council of India. Retrieved 3 May 2014."Parts I, II 

and III of the Bar Council of India Rules" (PDF). Bar 

Council of India. Retrieved 3 May 2014. 

5.  "Part IV of the Bar Council of India Rules (Rules on 

Legal Education)" (PDF). Bar Council of India. 

Retrieved 3 May 2014. 

6. 6.Shankar, Gitanjali; Amba Uttara Kak (October 1, 

2010). "Ltigation Versus Non-Litigation: Practice of 

Law’ Under the Advocates Act” (PDF). NUJS Law 

Review. Retrieved January 3, 2015. [permanent dead 

link]  

7. 7. Amal Kumar Ganguli, “Overview of the Legal 

Profession in India” Co-Director of National and 

Regional Activities 

8. Law & Society R... Vol. 3, No. 2/3... A Sketch of the... 

Journal  

9. The Bar Council of India, “History of the Legal 

Profession “http://www.barcouncilofindia.org/a (last 

visited Jan 21, 2020, 9:56 PM (IST) 

10. Legal Bites, Legal Profession –Introduction, History, 

Regulation, https://www.legalbites.in/legal-profession-

intorduction-history-regulation/(last visited Jan, 23, 

2020, 3:16 PM (IST). 

11. Legal Services India, Legal Profession in India, 

http//www.legal servicesindia.com/article/2192/.htm 

(last visited Jan, 23, 2020, 4:45 PM (IST). 

12. Lawyers Collective v. Bar Council of India and Others 

2010 BomCR 753  

13. Bar Council of India vs. A.K. Balaji and Ors Civil 

Appeal nos- 7875-7879, 7170 and 8028 of 2015, 

{(2018)5 SCC 379) popularly known as the entry of 

Foreign Law Firms into India matter).} 


